
“Life’s Greatest Pursuit” 

Graduation Message ~ May 28, 2017 

 

Prayer – Psalm 90:12: “Teach us to number our days that we may present to 

You a heart of wisdom.”  

 

This morning I have the privilege of addressing our graduates to exhort and 

encourage at a remarkable transition in your life. While this message is 

applicable to everyone, I particularly have our young people in mind this 

morning.  

 

A.W. Tozer: “What comes into our minds when we think about God is the 

most important thing about us…The man who comes to a right belief about 

God is relieved of ten thousand temporal problems.”1 

 

What I want to press upon you this morning is that because God is the all-

glorious supreme being in the universe, our greatest need is to know Him 

and have his favor turned toward us. When I say that God is the supreme 

being in this universe, I am speaking of God as immeasurably great, 

intensely and perfectly holy (a Consuming Fire2), infinite in all His ways, all-

powerful, all-wise, having all authority, intensely and perfectly good, 

irrevocable in all His ways, and the final Judge of every person.  

 

There is a tremendous and tragic loss to living your life with a small, 

inadequate view of God. But there is incredible gain to knowing in personal 

fashion this God of massive and immeasurable greatness, and having His 

favor turned toward you in Christ. And you will only learn of God’s supreme 

greatness in one place that is clear and untainted, and that’s the Bible. Do 

not depend on Christian pop culture to provide you with a proper and 

adequate view of God because we have a terrible tendency to dumb down 

weighty, eternal, infinite realities about God. The Christian message that is 

largely emphasize today is that God is our friend, and He is. But if you stop 

there and you do not have a vision of our loving God that leaves you in 

                                                           
1 A.W. Tozer, The Knowledge of the Holy, pg. 1-2. 

reverent fear and awe of His greatness, your God is too small. You can’t 

afford to not stand in awe of God, because one day you will stand before 

Him and the awe you experience will either be your reward or your demise.  

 

This morning I would like to survey a few texts of Scripture that are meant 

to establish a proper view of God and create in us the sense of awe we were 

created to know.  

 

We begin in Isaiah 6 where the prophet Isaiah was given a vision of God that 

left Him in awe-struck reverence that transformed His life. [Isaiah 6:1-8] 

 

The Glory of God (Isaiah 6:1-2) 

 

In vs. 1-2 we see the glory of God. Isaiah saw the Lord seated, not on an 

earthly throne, but on His heavenly throne with the train of His robe flowing 

down from heaven all the way to earth, filling the temple to overflowing. In 

the days of Isaiah, a king’s robe represented the extent of His glory and 

authority. Here we see the Lord’s glory and authority extends to all of 

heaven and earth as the divine King. His glory is all-consuming! 

 

Above Him stood the Seraphim. Seraphim are heavenly creatures each 

having six wings. With two they fly bidding their service to the Lord. With 

two they cover their face, shielding themselves from the blinding radiance 

of God’s glory. Hebrews 12:29 declares that “our God is a consuming fire.” 

This is why the Lord told Moses that “no man can see my face and live” (Ex 

33:20). Finally, with two wings they cover their feet, which symbolizes their 

creatureliness. God told Moses, take off your sandals for the place where 

are standing is holy ground (Ex 3). The Seraphim are neither earthly nor 

sinful and yet they cover their faces and feet in the immediate intensity of 

God’s glory.  

 

The Holiness of God (Isaiah 6:3-4) 

 

2 Hebrews 12:29 



Then in vs. 3-4 we see the holiness of God as the seraphim cry out to one 

another day and night, “holy, holy, holy is the Lord of hosts, the whole earth 

is filled with His glory.” Repeating something 3 times in Hebrew was a 

literary device to elevate something to the highest degree. No other 

attribute of God is intensified to the 3rd degree. He is in a category all His 

own, incomparable to any other and He is intensely holy as a consuming 

fire.  

 

Throughout the OT the majestic power of God’s voice often results in 

earthquakes and so we are not surprised when vs. 4 says, “the foundations 

of thresholds trembled at the voice of him who called out while the temple 

was filling with smoke.” The smoke, representing God’s presence, along 

with earth’s tremors indicate the overwhelming nature of God’s glory.  

 

The Dread of God (Isaiah 6:5) 

 

Isaiah’s response in vs. 5 was to be filled with dread: “Woe is me, for I am 

ruined! Because I am a man of unclean lips, and I live among a people of 

unclean lips; for my eyes have seen the King, the Lord of hosts.” An oracle of 

“woe” is an announcement of doom or dread which Isaiah pronounced 

upon himself. When Isaiah caught a glimpse of God’s holiness, he became 

intensely aware of his sin. He said, “I am ruined.” Literally, I am done, I am 

destroyed. Sinful Isaiah was coming unraveled, disintegrated in the 

presence of the Holy One.  

 

The Mercy of God (Isaiah 6:6-7) 

 

But praise God he does not leave Isaiah disintegrated with dread but show’s 

him His mercy in vs. 6-7. He sends a seraph to touch His lips with a burning 

coal and pronounces, “your iniquity is taken away and your sin is forgiven!”  

 

The Mission of God (Isaiah 6:8) 

 

Finally, notice that Isaiah’s vision of the glory of God, the holiness of God, 

the dread of God, and the mercy of God produces action in Isaiah’s life as 

He embraces the mission of God in vs. 8: “Then I heard the voice of the 

Lord, saying, “Whom shall I send, and who will go for Us?” Then I said, “Here 

am I. Send me!”  

 

2017 graduates, this is your God. But this is not all. There are two major 

implications to the holiness of God. On the one hand, God’s wrath rages 

against His enemies, against those who despise His holiness. On the other 

hand, He turns all of His power and majesty in favor toward those who 

revere His holiness and trust in Him.  

 

The Wrath and Goodness of God (Nahum 1:2-9) 

 

I want to show you this tension in Nahum chapter 1 (table of contents). This 

is not a popular passage but it is necessary to include in your vision of God.  

[Nahum 1:2-9].  

 

Nahum chapter 1 is intimidating and yet don’t miss the glorious hope of this 

passage for those who trust in God. If God’s holy vengeance and 

overwhelming wrath will be unleashed on God’s enemies and if He is good, 

a stronghold in the day of trouble for those who take refuge in Him, then no 

enemy of God that rages against you can ultimately stand! No one in all of 

creation that devises a plan against the Lord can ultimately succeed, 

therefore no one can undermine our great Deliverer—not even death itself.  

2017 graduates, this is your God! 

 

In Isaiah 6 we have seen that God prizes holiness. In Nahum 1 we have seen 

that God despises sinfulness. Now, it would matter little that God prizes 

holiness and despises sinfulness if He were a peon. But He is not. It matters 

greatly that He prizes holiness and despises sinfulness because He is 

immensely, immeasurably, infinitely great! He is the God of Isaiah 40.  

 

The Greatness, Wisdom, and Supremacy of God (Isaiah 40:12-18, 22-26) 

 

[Isaiah 40:12-18, 22-26] 2017 graduates, this is your God—God of unlimited 

power who created this universe that as far as we know contains 10 trillion 



galaxies, each having 100 billion stars, and not one of them is missing! He is 

the God of unmatched authority who “has established His throne in the 

heavens and His sovereignty rules over all” (Ps 103:19). He is the God of 

supremacy, who has no rivals: “For I know that the Lord is great and that 

our Lord is above all gods. Whatever the Lord pleases, He does, in heaven 

and in earth” (Ps 135:5-6). This is your God! And this is just the beginning.  

 

The Supreme, All-Powerful, All-Knowing, All-wise God (Job 26, 23-42) 

 

In Job 26 after Job describes now nothing is hidden from God’s sight, after 

he describes God’s creative power to stretch out the skies and hang the 

earth on nothing, after he reminds us that God establishes the horizon 

between light and darkness and that all creation is subject to His authority, 

Job then concludes by saying, “these are but the outer fringe of his 

works; how faint the whisper we hear of him! Who then can 

understand the thunder of his power?"(Job 26:14, NIV). Other 

translations say, “these are the outskirts of His ways” (ESV), “these are the 

minor things He does” (NLT).  
 

Yet even Job himself did not comprehend how little he knew of God’s ways. 

Later in chapters 38-42 when Job felt that he was entitled to an explanation 

from God for His suffering, God begins to pepper Job with questions that 

not only put Job in His proper place but also revealed God’s awesome 

greatness. Questions like, “where were you when I laid the foundations of 

the earth…have you ever commanded the morning…have you seen the 

depths of the oceans…have you seen the storehouses of snow and hail…will 

the faultfinder contend with the Almighty? After two chapters of rhetorical 

questions from His Creator, Job says, “behold, I am insignificant; what can I 

reply to you?” (40:4).  

 

Then the Lord proceeds to ask Job a string of questions for two more 

chapters. He reminds Job of the greatest creatures on earth like Leviathan, 

and says, If no one dares mess with mere creatures that I have made, “who 

then is he that can stand before Me? Who has given to Me that I should 

repay him? Whatever is under the whole heaven is mine.” Finally, Job says, 

“I know that you can do all things and that no purpose of Yours can be 

thwarted…therefore I retract, and I repent in dust and ashes” (Job 42:2, 6). 

2017 graduates, this is your God. “His greatness is unsearchable” (Psalm 

145:3) and He owes answers to no one because He is God. We need a vision 

of God’s greatness that makes us insignificant in comparison to the Almighty 

and in doing so adds incalculable worth to our being.  

 

Consider how the greatest men of the Bible responded to the presence of 

God. When Job caught a glimpse of God’s greatness, He said, “I am 

insignificant.” When Isaiah saw God’s holiness and glory, He said, “I am 

ruined.” When God descended on Mt. Sinai and the Israelites perceived the 

thunder and lighting and the sound of the sound the trumpet and the 

mountain smoking they trembled and stood at a distance and said, “Moses, 

speak to us yourself but don’t let God speak lest we die!” In Revelation 1 

when the apostle John saw a vision of Jesus in His glory, he “fell at His feet 

like a dead man.” How dare we have a flippant, small view of our all-glorious 

God! And yet, when we sinners are reconciled to God by turning to Christ in 

repentance and faith, we come under the favor, protection, care, and grace 

of the Almighty. This is why the gospel is so essential. Putting your hope and 

trust in the cross-work of Christ turns you from being the recipient of God’s 

dread to the benefactor of God’s delight.  

 

Now if this were One-eighty, it would be time for the “so-what” slide. What 

difference does it actually make whether you have a high and proper view 

of God or a diminished view of God? 

 

If you have an inadequate view of God’s greatness… 

� You will live as though you are at the center of the universe.  

� You will be prone to enslavement by idolatrous desires and mere 

things. 

� You will lack trust and confidence in God when you need it most. 

� You will be overwhelmed by mere circumstances. 

� You will be intimidated by mere people. 

� You will have diminished respect for others created in His image.  

� You will rarely achieve true obedience.  

� You will fear death. 



� You will have small faith (because your faith will be in proportion to 

the God you know) 

� You will experience theological frustration and struggle with the 

ways of God because you don’t have a proper understanding of the 

person of God. 

� You will lack proper reverence and fear and love for God. 

� You will live a diminished life with shallow joy, weak hope, and 

short-sighted vision.  

� You will be prone to fail at the best things and succeed at the wrong 

things.  

 

But if you will gain a biblical, God-sized vision of God, if you rest in the love 

and faithfulness of the Almighty who is greater than all, you will be able to 

walk with courage, confidence, and wisdom.  Let me give you some 

examples of what can happen when you live in light of the majestic power 

and supreme greatness of the God who loves you.  

 

1. A proper view of God’s greatness empowers courage (1 Samuel 

17). David had the courage to go out and fight Goliath because he 

knew that his God was great and so he needed not back down to 

God’s enemies.  David said, “Who is this uncircumcised Philistine 

(pagan), that he should defy the armies of the living God?” As David 

ran out to meet the giant with just a sling shot and a stone, he 

declared, “You come to me with a sword, a spear, and a javelin, but I 

come to you in the name of the Lord o hosts, the God of the armies 

of Israel, who you have taunted. This day the Lord will deliver you 

up…that all this assembly may know that there is a God in Israel” (I 

Samuel 17:26, 45-46).  

 

2. A proper view of God’s greatness empowers robust obedience 

(Dan 3:17-18). Do you remember what Shadrach, Meshach and 
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prayed and preached in the face of persecution according to God’s greatness (see 

Acts 4).  

Abed-nego said just before they were thrown into the fiery furnace 

for not bowing down to worship king Nebuchadnezzar’s idols? “Our 

God whom we serve is able to deliver us from the furnace of blazing 

fire; and He will deliver us out of your hand, O king. But even if He 

does not, let it me know to you, O king, that we are not going to 

serve your gods or worship the golden image that you have set up” 

(Dan 3:17-18).3  

 

3. A proper view of God’s greatness empowers spiritual boldness in 

prayer (Numbers 14). We see bold, gutsy prayer in the life of Moses 

as a direct result of His acute awareness of God’s greatness. In Num 

14 God was so angry with the rebellious grumbling of His people 

that He told Moses he would wipe them out. But Moses notices 

how bold and gutsy Moses was in appealing to God on the basis of 

His character and great glory: “Moses said to the LORD, "Then 

the Egyptians will hear of it, for by Your strength You brought 

up this people from their midst, and they will tell it to the 

inhabitants of this land. They have heard that You, O LORD, 

are in the midst of this people, for You, O LORD, are seen eye 

to eye, while Your cloud stands over them; and You go before 

them in a pillar of cloud by day and in a pillar of fire by night. 

Now if You slay this people…then the nations who have heard 

of Your fame will say, ‘Because the LORD could not bring this 

people into the land which He promised them by oath, 

therefore He slaughtered them in the wilderness. But now, I 

pray, let the power of the Lord be great, just as You have 

declared, The LORD is slow to anger and abundant in 

lovingkindness, forgiving iniquity and transgression; but He 

will by no means clear the guilty, visiting the iniquity of the 

fathers on the children to the third and the fourth generations. 

Pardon, I pray, the iniquity of this people according to the 

greatness of Your lovingkindness, just as You also hast forgiven 



this people, from Egypt even until now." So the LORD said, "I 

have pardoned them according to your word” (Num 14:13-19). 

 

4. A proper view of God’s greatness overcomes pride, 

discouragement, disillusionment, and entitlement (Job 38-42; Rom 

11:33-36). We saw this in the life of Job. Pride can be replaced with 

praise when we can say with the apostle Paul, “Oh, the depth of 

the riches both of the wisdom and knowledge of God! How 

unsearchable are His judgments and unfathomable His ways! 

For who has known the mind of the Lord, or who became His 

counselor? Or who has first given to Him that it might be paid 

back to him again? For from Him and through Him and to Him 

are all things. To Him be the glory forever. Amen” (Rom 

11:33). 

 

5. A proper view of God’s greatness empowers extraordinary vision 

and ambition (Nehemiah 1:5; 4:14). Nehemiah is a great example. 

He undertook the tremendous task of rebuilding the walls of 

Jerusalem even when the people had to work with one hand and 

hold a weapon with the other to guard themselves against their 

enemies. What motivated such ambition? Nehemiah appealed to 

the “Lord God of heaven, the great and awesome God, who 

preserves the covenant and lovingkindness for those who love Him 

and keep His commandments” (Neh 1:5). 

 

A proper view of God’s greatness will empower these things and more, 

because a proper view of God’s greatness empowers faith. The greatest 

need in your life is not a college education, or money, or good friends, or 

confidence and courage. Your greatest need is to know God in all His 

greatness and walk in the favor of His kindness through Christ.  

 

So, graduates, I want to plead with you to devout these next four years to 

knowing the Lord—the great and awesome God of the Scriptures; to know 

Him so that you can trust Him, obey Him, serve Him, and enjoy His favor. 

Like Daniel before he embarked on his Babylonian education, purpose in 

your heart that you will be loyal to the Lord (Dan 1:8).  

 

This is the greatest pursuit/education that you can give yourself to. But 

don’t do it alone. Find a good church. Find a good campus ministry. Seek out 

friendships with those who have a distinctive passion for God (even if you 

are on a Christian campus). And finally, give yourself to daily nourishment 

and encouragement from God’s Word for these four years. You’re not too 

busy!  

 

The reason I press you so adamantly and without apology here is because it 

was in my first year of college when I was insanely busy that I discovered 

the sweetness of walking in daily dependence on God. I had a double major 

in Bible and music. That first year I carried 22 credit hours. In addition to my 

credit hours, as a music major I was in 5 performing ensembles, and I had 

hours of practice for voice lessons, piano lessons, and trombone lessons. In 

order to pull this off, I had to work my tail off every single day of the week 

from 7am to midnight. The only one exception to this rule was that I went to 

church on Sunday mornings. But the key to my survival was what happened 

before my 16 hour days began. Every single morning at 6am I had my soul-

breakfast with God. I was so desperate for God’s help that I would not have 

survived had I not tasted God’s greatness each morning from the Scriptures.  

 

You don’t have to do it the same way I did—there’s nothing magical about 6 

am. In fact, you probably shouldn’t take 22 credits and you should probably 

invest more in friendships that I did. But when I look back on my college 

years, I can say without hesitation that the highlight was the growing 

sweetness of knowing and experiencing God’s sufficiency. When my 

freshman year was done and I had loaded everything in my car to go home, 

I walked back into my empty dorm room and sat down in the chair where I 

met Jesus every morning with my Bible with an overwhelming sense of 

gratitude for the God I had come to know. That place had become a 

sanctuary because I had made God my refuge. I pray that you will make Him 

yours.  

*Invite graduates up (Pastor Nick). 


